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DATES FOR THE DIARY 
December 

8/9     SANTA Specials 

15/16     SANTA Specials 

18-24     SANTA Specials 

22     Leyburn Farmers Market 

26-6 Jan 12 Walks of Christmas 

 

 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

Thank you all who helped with DOWT as ever 

every one rose to the occasion. I would 

especially like to thank Mike Sheehan publicly 

as he was absolutely indispensable on all three 

days (setting up on Friday as day one). 

 

Santa's Trains are looming and he asks if 

anyone can help him on Dec 8/9/10 15 and 

daily through to 24 he would welcome you with 

open arms. 

   

He needs elves in all departments, behind the 

scenes to fill his sacks, to hand him the toys, 

to fill flasks with mulled wine, to serve mulled 

wine to all the grown ups, juice and biscuits to 

the children and Shh even to be his under 

study. He will make a special visit to us before 

the 8th (probably the first week in December) 

so that he can meet you all and give a few tips 

on how he likes to work. If you let me know in 

the office ASAP if you can help I will keep in 

touch with Santa and let him know how things 

are going. 

Amanda 

 

YORK COFFEE MORNINGS 

Brian Ledger has booked St Crux Hall at York 

for a coffee morning and Bric-a-Brac stalls- 

May 1st & September 9th 2008.  He would like 

people to look out bric-a-brac and is also 

looking for assistance with the day. Offers of 

help through the office at Leeming Bar please, 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

FESTIVE FUN! 
The Santa team is preparing for 11 public 

days following the well--tried formula for 

family bookings and also two ‘Schools’ days  

 

(one with 150 children booked!) The 

commercial reality is that we need to make the 

most of this business opportunity to bring in 

income before the lean winter months – 100 

Santa tickets sold brings in £1000 so 

every ticket matters!  This year, Santa 

tickets can be booked 24/7 on 

www.ticketweb.co.uk (except for the last 

three days Dec. 22, 23 and Christmas Eve, for 

which ring the office on 08454 50 54 74). 

Please do all you can to encourage family, 

friends, neighbours and colleagues to book, to 

book early - and preferably to book via 

Ticketweb, which will reduce the burden of 

phone calls for the office team. We also need 

lots of volunteers during this very busy period. 

From Boxing Day to January 6 there will be 

train services every day, Guided Walks 

every day and the festive fun of serving 

mulled wine and mince pies on trains. 

Please volunteer now! (Also end-of-day tidiers-

up are needed).                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                     

Ruth Annison 

 

VOLUNTEER RECORDS 
Recently, some volunteers have been unable to 

be contacted because their contact details are 

out of date on the Volunteer Register.  This 

register is held on the Leeming Office computer 

and is updated by the Induction Coordinator. 

Please note that changes notified to the 

Membership Coordinator or to the holder of the 

Shares Register do not automatically change 

details on the Volunteer Register and you are 

asked to notify any such changes direct to the 

Induction Coordinator. 

 

If you are in doubt as to whether your up to 

date details are held on the Volunteer Register, 

please contact the Induction Coordinator (Phil 

Smith) on 01609 774733 or email at 

pandmsmith@galtres.eclipse.co.uk  

 

VOLUNTEERS MEETING 
The next Volunteers Meeting will be held at the 

Courtyard Room, Leeming Bar Lodge Motel on 

Tues 15 Jan  - 7.00 pm for 7.15 pm. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ticketweb.co.uk/


REPORTS FROM GROUPS 
 

ROLLING STOCK GROUP. 

 

Following another graffiti attack in which the 

north side of the class 110 trailer / buffet was 

worst affected, there was only enough time to 

clean the paint from the windows before it was 

used for the Thomas' weekend. The carriage is 

now in the shed and work has started on 

preparation for a complete repaint, in the same 

green livery. One of the faulty doors has had 

the locking mechanism repaired in case the 

trailer is needed for the Santa specials. A 

minor repair to one of the north doors on the 

108 motor unit was followed by a repaint of 

one of its second class seat frames, which are 

all in poor visual condition and let down the 

internal appearance of the unit. A test 

application of Anti-Graffiti Varnish was done on 

the south side of the 108, to check whether 

vinyl insignia can be applied on top of GV. 

Minor routine maintenance was carried out on 

the Coles crane. 

Barry Wetherall 

. 

VOLUNTEERS MEETING REPORTS 

 

The following are the main points covered in 

the verbal reports given at the Volunteers 

Meeting on 13 November 

 

MINOR WORKS GROUP 

 

Work has continued on the refurbishment of 

Bedale station building. The toilet suite has 

now been completed and a start has been 

made on the 4 rooms upstairs to make them 

ready for possible letting.  

 

RETAIL 

 

Both shops have been restocked since the 

DOWT weekend and are now well stocked. 

There has been a welcome increase in the 

number of volunteers available for rostering. 

 

LEEMING BAR STATION SUPPORT GROUP 

(LBSSG) 

 

The first meting of this group was held the 

previous Saturday. Work has now started on 

cleaning out the toilets and on clearing out the 

bothy. The workshop shed over the servicing 

pit is being extended and the roof is now 

nearly complete.  

 

 

FRIENDS OF LEYBURN STATION (FOLS) 

 

Work has been on hold pending the 

reorganisation of accommodation. The two 

houses and Goods Shed are due to be returned 

to the landlord, while the ‘lean to’  is being 

retained for storage of Infrastructure materials. 

When all this happens there will be quite a lot 

of sorting out to be done. 

 

INFRASTUCTURE 

 

Track Patrollers have reported that there has 

been the usual seasonal build up of mud and 

dirt in the flange grooves at some level 

crossings. In extreme cases this can cause 

wheels to ride up when going over the 

crossing. Finghall and Blind Lane were among 

the worst affected. If anyone notices flange 

grooves which are blocked up they should fill in 

and submit an Occurrence Report.  

 

ANNUAL DINNER 
 

Some 30 WRA volunteers and guests enjoyed a 

convivial dinner in the comfortable 

surroundings of The Queens Head, Finghall. on 

November 17, including delicious meals cooked 

by John and Annie (lately of the Courtyard 

Restaurant in Bedale, where WRA Volunteers 

meetings used to be held). The food was 

delightfully presented and efficiently served 

and the company excellent. A well-deserved 

token of appreciation was presented by Peter 

Annison to Diane Sykes, who had organised 

the event, and Keith Harrap delivered a 

message of Christmas greetings to all from Phil 

Kirkland. 

 

Good food, good friends and good 

fellowship ï what more could one ask? 

More people definitely, so come on 

volunteers -  next year, be there!   

                                                                                                                

Bill Briggs 

 


